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More than 83% of people 
worldwide live under 
light-polluted skies.

Namibia


Namibia’s dark and dry skies are ideal for 
astronomy-related projects, as well as 
capacity-building through outreach, education, 
and tourism. 



H.E.S.S. and the AMT
Namibia is home to the High Energy Spectroscopic 
System, and the upcoming Africa Millimetre Telescope.

Observatories have great potential for capacity-building, 
alongside research. For example, through:

● School visits → inspires the next generation of 
scientists and engineers

● Training and jobs → provides work and 
opportunities for local people/students

● Open days → generates excitement and raises 
support for science and astronomy

● Tourism → fosters trust in science, and provides 
opportunities for collaboration and socio-economic 
growth
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DST empowers marginalised communities, through education and 
training, diversifying income and the preservation of cultural heritage. 

At the same time, tourists experience new, non-Western perspectives 
via indigenous stories. They also learn about the harmful effects of 
light pollution upon humans and other living things.

The UN’s sustainable development goals (SDGs)
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